Frank M. Kirkley
March 14, 1920 - July 8, 2019

Frank M. Kirkley
Magnolia, AR/Springhill, LA
F.M. Kirkley, surrounded by his children, passed away peacefully on July 8, 2019. He was
99 years young. His was truly a life well lived.
He was born Frank Malcolm Kirkley to Frank and Lillie Crowe Kirkley in Evergreen,
Louisiana, on March 14, 1920. He was the youngest of their four children.
F.M. graduated from Evergreen High School in 1937. Like his older brother, he joined the
war effort and enlisted with the Army Air Corp during World War II. He devoted 3 years of
service to his country and remained a patriot for the remainder of his life. One of his
greatest honors was being invited to participate in Honor Flight and visit the World War II
Memorial in Washington, D.C.
On June 30, 1945, F.M. married Ruth Merritt, and the pair embarked on a lifetime of
adventures. They traveled all 50 states, Mexico and Canada. They could often be seen
riding their "bicycle built for two" around Springhill, Louisiana, and were known as local
celebrities because of it. They pedaled thousands of miles and would remain together for
almost 67 years until her death in 2012.
Playing Rook and other games was a favorite pastime for F.M., and he was known to be
quite the fierce competitor. He loved baseball his entire life and vividly remembered the
first minor league game in Shreveport he ever went to see as a nine year old boy. He
loved LSU baseball and football, as well as the Texas Rangers. In all these things, F.M.
enjoyed people, visiting, reminiscing, and sharing his incredible memory with others!
F.M. led by example. He believed in hard work, honesty and integrity. He was employed as
an auto parts salesman for years at Spence Auto in Springhill - finally retiring when he
was almost 90 years old.

He had the epitome of a servant's heart and loved the Lord. He was a faithful member of
the United Methodist Church his entire life. For many years, a member at the Springhill
United Methodist Church and in later years at the Magnolia United Methodist Church.
Prior to moving to Magnolia, F.M. and Ruth volunteered for 15 years at Springhill Medical
Center. After moving to Magnolia, F.M. continued volunteering his time to both the Stewpot
ministry at his church and with the Magnolia Regional Medical Center Auxiliary. In fact, he
volunteered at the hospital until the last week of his life.
Above all, F.M. said his greatest accomplishment was his family. He and Ruth had three
children: Randy Kirkley (Brenda) of Camden, AR, Suzonne Evans (David) of Mansfield,
TX, and Ginger McConnell (Cecil) of Magnolia, AR. His five grandchildren: Chad Kirkley,
Michelle Kirkley Hopkins, Trey Evans, Jason McConnell and Kirk Lee McConnell, lovingly
called him "Papoo." F.M. is survived by nine great grandchildren with another on the way.
He is also survived by a very special and loving friend, Mary Wyrick, who filled his last
years with joyful companionship. His children and family are filled with gratitude for the
love and care Mary shared with their father.
F.M. is predeceased by his parents, his wife, Ruth Merritt Kirkley, his great granddaughter,
Maddie Kirkley, and his siblings, Jack Kirkley, Roma Kirkley Martin, and Rosamond Kirkley
Ford.
A special thanks from the family goes to Dr. Johnny Alexander and the nursing staff at
Magnolia Regional Medical Center for the loving, comfort care given to F.M. during his
final days.
F.M.'s friends and family will be celebrating his life with a visitation on Friday, July 12th,
from 5-7pm at Bailey Funeral Home, Springhill, LA; a graveside service on Saturday, July
13th, 10am at Evergreen Memorial Cemetery; and a memorial service on Saturday, July
13th at 2pm in the Springhill United Methodist Church, Springhill, LA. Memorials may be
made in F.M.'s memory to the Magnolia Regional Medical Center Auxiliary or the Stewpot
Ministry at First United Methodist Church in Magnolia, AR.
Sign our online guest book at www.baileyfuneralhome.net
Bailey Funeral Home
Springhill, LA
318-539-3555
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Bailey Funeral Home - July 11 at 05:27 PM

“

So very sorry to learn about Mr. Kirkley. What a grand life he lived. He was truly an
inspiration to all. Our thoughts and prayers for the family who will miss him terribly.
How blessed you all were to call him your dad.
Charlie and Nancy Peterson

Nancy Peterson - July 14 at 10:57 PM

“

Elesha Williamson lit a candle in memory of Frank M. Kirkley

Elesha Williamson - July 12 at 07:34 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Frank M. Kirkley.

July 12 at 06:26 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Frank M. Kirkley.

July 12 at 05:41 PM

“

Ginger what a beautiful tribute to your Dad. He was such a nice, kind man and
always had a smile on his face when he spoke. We will try to see you Saturday at the
memorial service. Hugs and prayers from both of us. This is a big loss for you but
“Heaven’s Gain”!!
We love you! John & Betty Morgan

John & Betty Morgan - July 12 at 03:23 PM

“

Dear Ginger, Suzonne, Randy and family,
We have struggled with the right words to say. Papoo was very special to us and we
both loved him dearly. He was such a wonderful Christian man and a family man
through and through. Holidays and special occasions will not be the same without
him. We rejoice in the knowledge he is with MiMi and in the arms of his Lord and
Savior. His life was one well lived. You are in our hearts, thoughts and prayers.
With much love and sympathy,
Chuck and Pam Gossett

Pam Gossett - July 12 at 09:51 AM

“

Paul E. purchased the Grande Gourmet Fruit Basket for the family of Frank M.
Kirkley.

Paul E. - July 12 at 08:45 AM

“

Ginger. So sorry for your loss. So glad Barbara got to meet him. Wish she could have
met your Mom. I know he brought joy to you and your family. He will be greatly
missed. He was a fine man. Our thoughts and prayers go out to you'll. God Bless you
and your family. Rickey and Barbara Brown.

Rickey and Barbara Brown - July 11 at 08:57 PM

“

Randy, Suzonne and Ginger,
Without a doubt , Mr. F M was one of the finest men I ever had the privilege of
knowing. He always stood for what was good and right, and was so consistent! I
treasure my years in the Ed Shultz Bible Class when I came back to Springhill. To be
able to worship with some of the finest gentleman I ever knew! You’ve truly been
blessed to have Mr F M for so long, but I know you are never ready for that final day.
No doubt, his Welcoming Committee At the Pearly Gate will be HUGE!
Praying for Peace for you,
Johnny Robinson

john robinson - July 11 at 07:46 PM

“

99 files added to the album LifeTributes

Bailey Funeral Home - July 11 at 04:19 PM

“

Jennifer Bugelholl and Carol Romary purchased the Large Basket Garden for the
family of Frank M. Kirkley.

Jennifer Bugelholl and Carol Romary - July 11 at 03:50 PM

“

Love, Patti Fulmer Abney purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Frank M. Kirkley.

Love, Patti Fulmer Abney - July 11 at 03:14 PM

“

Sincere sympathy to the Kirkley family.

Jean Ervin. - July 11 at 03:03 PM

“

To the family: I met Mr. F. M. a few years ago when we became neighbors and I
started sewing for him. He was a wonderful, happy gentleman and I will miss his
smiling face. I pray for your strength during this time.

Louise Harden - July 11 at 11:56 AM

“

So sorry about the loss of your Dad. Thankful he lived such a full amazingly active
life and left you with many great memories & stories to share. Love & Prayers. Becky
& Richard Huber

Becky Huber - July 11 at 09:15 AM

“

We became neighbors with F.M., Ruth, Suzonne and Randy in 1957. My parents
were neighbors with them until they passed away. We had many a good time with
this wonderful family. Lo and behold a new baby came into their lives, Ginger, So, I
grew up with all three of them until I finally moved away. Prayers to Suzonne, Randy
and Ginger and all the family. RIP Mr. Kirkley. Dan and Sue-Riggs Johnson

Sue Johnson - July 10 at 09:45 PM

“

What an incredible man. He will be missed.

Connie Nealy - July 10 at 07:33 PM

“

Pam lit a candle in memory of Frank M. Kirkley

Pam - July 10 at 05:22 PM

“

So many wonderful memories of F.M and Ruth. What a wonderful family. Thoughts go out
to Ginger, Suzanne and Randy and their families. Pam Jester Schulman
Pam Jester Schulman - July 10 at 05:25 PM

“

My parents, Gaddis White and Hazel Miller White were school mates of F. M. & Ruth,
and then close friends in Springhill for several years. Mr deep sympathy goes out to
this family in this time of deep loss.

Wanda White Fields - July 10 at 12:16 PM

“

Have missed visiting with your parents since we all moved from Springhill. It was
always a treat when visiting with my parents to have Ruth and F. M. there. He was
the nicest man. Our prayers are with you family.

Susan Garrett Harkins - July 10 at 11:51 AM

“

I worked with Mr. Kirkley at Spence Auto parts for several years. One of the finest
men I ve ever met. My prayer go oit to his family and friends. May he rest in peace.

Tommy Morgan - July 10 at 10:44 AM

“

I am so sorry about your dad. It would be hard to find a finer man than Mr. Kirkley. He
never spoke bad of anyone. He and your mother were a delight to know all these
years! I will never forget them riding their bike everyday around town. My husband
said he brought him a bottle of pure maple syrup from Vermont (?) years ago. They
drank coffee together in Plain Dealing when he was on the road working. My
thoughts and prayers are with all of you at this most difficult time. Sheila Davis Toms
Impson and Billy Impson

Sheila Impson - July 10 at 10:24 AM

“

So sorry to hear this Ginger. I will be praying for you and your family. May the Lord
bless all of you.

Bettye Pace - July 10 at 10:17 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers.

Stephen and Kim (Sprott) Elliott - July 10 at 09:05 AM

“

To Ginger and family, we are so sorry for the loss of your sweet dad. I think back on
all the ball games your mom and dad traveled to watch your boys play and how
proud they were. I got to talk with him a few times while he was volunteering at the
hospital. Your family will be in our thoughts and prayers.
Jeff and Connie Farrar

Connie Farrar - July 10 at 09:05 AM

“

Many people will mourn this sweet, kind man. I worked with him at the information
desk when I first started volunteering at the hospital. We talked baseball and I
learned right away that he was a "dyed in the wool" LSU fan. What really made him
so special to me was that he was one of my oldest brother's best friends. F.M. told
me that he and Terral had coffee together when Terral lived in Springhill and worked
for the Chevrolet place there. He thought so much of my brother that it really touched
my heart. My brother passed away about twenty years ago, but F.M. spoke so kindly
of him.
Many of us in Magnolia will mourn the loss of this wonderful man.

Jan Sherman - July 10 at 01:00 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Frank M. Kirkley.

July 09 at 10:00 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Frank M. Kirkley.

July 09 at 09:44 PM

“

Randy and Family, I am so sorry for the loss of your sweet Dad. I have many good
memories of talking to him at Springhill Medical Center when he and your Mom
volunteered. Also, I will miss seeing him with you all at Bass Haven. He always
amazed me for not looking his age and having such excellent memory. You are so
blessed to have had him that long. May God comfort you all - Barbara Lee Taylor

Barbara Taylor - July 09 at 08:42 PM

“

To all of the Kirkly family: it was my great pleasure to man the front desk at MRMC
these last two years. I absolutely adored your father. He was a gentleman and a
gentle man. He will be so very missed. Please know that my heart and prayers are
with you all.

Ann Mount - July 09 at 05:23 PM

“

Ginger & family, We are so sorry to hear of Mr Kirkley’s passing. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you at this time and the days to come.
David and Amy Sisson

Amy Sisson - July 09 at 03:43 PM

“

Randy, Suzonne, Ginger and family,
I am sadden at the loss of your dad. It was always a joy seeing your parents on their
"bicycle built for two".. They were always the nicest two people. May God give you
peace and understanding at this time of great sorrow. He lived a long, wonderful life,
one should be so lucky. Prayers for all.
Mike and Barbara Bailey Martin

Barbara Bailey Martin - July 09 at 02:37 PM

“

We only had pleasure of speaking with Brother Frank one time, but his loving heart shone
through every moment that we enjoyed together. Our love and prayers go with your family!
Gary and Melissa
Gary Maskell - July 09 at 06:10 PM

“

Ginger sorry about your sweet dad. Our prayers are with all of you.

Ameta Vines - July 09 at 01:56 PM

“

Randy, Suzonne and Ginger, so sorry about the loss of your dad and that we did not get to
see y'all last night. He (and your mom) were so loved and respected in our community. Our
fondest memories are of them riding their two seater bike all over town and we talked about
getting us one many times, but never did. Our prayer is that God will comfort you in the
days ahead as you will laugh and you will cry. Our deepest condolences.
Phillip and Diane Carroll
Phillip & Diane - July 13 at 04:36 PM

